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Introduction

Andrew Cawthorne, a Reuters journalist who covered the World Cup 2018 in Moscow in his article recently published by The Independent on 15 July wrote that unlike its perception before, Russia turned out to be a hospitable, organized, modern country. “Russia was stereotyped for cold weather and cold people. The World cup helped Russia put on its best face – and the world smiled back”.
Rory Smith in his New York Times’ article published on 13 July wrote “Russia 2018, it was universally decided, it had not just been a good World Cup, and not just a great World Cup. It had, in fact, been the best World Cup”. An England fan then put it on Twitter “Back from 2 weeks in Russia alive. I wasn’t attacked by blood thirsty hooligans, I wasn’t eaten by a bear & I Haven’t been poisoned or killed. The British media should be ashamed of themselves for their clear propaganda against the Russian people. Absolutely class country”.
Thanks to the development of social media, people do not need to be dependent on conventional media such as newspaper, magazine, television and movie when it comes to news gathering. Social media has outreached all of those. Every individual can now become a journalist or a blogger who attract more viewers live. Everyone can write what he sees and what he experiences in social media without fearing to be edited.
Similar to Russia, Indonesia, despite its size as the biggest country in Southeast Asia, having the biggest Muslim population, the fourth largest population on earth and the largest archipelagic state in the world, might be one of the least understood and known countries in the world. Elizabeth Pisani, in her article published by The Guardian on 21 November 2016 titled “Biggest invisible thing on earth? – It’s called Indonesia, and it’s waking up”, wrote that she had asked people in London, New York and Rio about Indonesia, and the answer is “somewhere around here, may be” accompanied by vague and gesture towards Indochina or south Asia.
Indonesia has also suffered unbalanced and sometimes negative image simply because it is the home of the biggest Muslim population in the world, and therefore a safe haven for terrorists. Not many know that there are more than 20 million Christian in Indonesia. Not many know that Indonesia has actually become the victim of terrorism as the majority of the victims are in fact Muslims. Terrorism and radicalism are undoubtedly the enemy of any civilized world.
So, what is the point? Both Russia and Indonesia have a problem of image building. For many in Indonesia, Russia was stereotyped for its communism ideology, KGB agents everywhere and no smile people. This is due to the fact that most Indonesians watch Hollywood movies where Russian characters are always associated with the bad guys. Unfortunately, we have only one movie from Russia “Masha and the Bear”. On the other hand, most Russians understand Bali more than Indonesia as around 90% of Russian tourists visit Bali. Thanks to President Sukarno who visited Russia 4 times during his presidency and who managed to have good personal relations with President Nikita Khrushchev that many elder generation of Russia still have clear memory of Indonesia.
What needs to be done? Albeit their rich cultural heritages, both countries are weak in doing their PR campaign. This might have something to do with their culture also. In Indonesia, claiming to be the best and the greatest are viewed as arrogant. Russia, where more than half of its territory located in Asia, has undoubtedly been influenced by Asian culture throughout the history that make it different from the West. 
But the world has changed. Unless we promote ourselves, nobody knows us. This summer World Cup has been seen as a public relations triumph for Russia. Russia is not the one depicted in the Hollywood movies, nor a country where the people are cold and unfriendly. Even the most critical media admit that Russia today is Russia who welcome foreigners and very tolerant society. For the last 2.5 years in Russia, I have never heard a lady wearing hijab is abused or harassed.

The same happen to Indonesia. Despite some predictions that it would become the 5th -7th biggest economy in the world by 2030, Indonesia is one the least well-known country on earth. Recently during the third Festival Indonesia held at Krasnaya Presnya Park, one of the Indonesian SME’s businessmen told me that she was surprised that one local customer was speaking Bahasa Indonesia quite well. When he was asked if he had ever been in Indonesia, he said no but only lived in Bali for 8 years!
Russia and the West

Many in the West still believe that Russia today is the continuation of the USSR despite the fact that Russia is not a Communist country anymore, it embraces in democracy, private ownership is acknowledged etc. Western’s distrust, led by US, is indeed still high. Russia today is a young democracy that may not be perfect, it is not one-party system, it is a multi-cultural society which respect cultural as well as religious diversity. 
Dr. Andre Klimov in his book “Russia and the World” admitted that “Certainly, I cannot declare that we are very happy in Russia with our today’s situation with corruption, rule of law or level of democracy. Most of us are really eager to modernize the society. But the crucial majority of my compatriots do not want to do with the help of another revolution and we will do it not because of the external pressure or foreign order – this is our own task and our own responsibility”

Almost unheard, Russia is actually the home of the biggest Muslim population in Europe. In other words, Russia today is just a normal country. For centuries, Orthodoxy and Islam have lived peacefully side by side. It is interesting to note that in 988 before Prince Vladimir declared Orthodox as a state religion, Islam was one of the four religions that he had carefully listened to. According to Nestor the Chronicler, as written on Primary Chronicle, Prince Vladimir rejected Islam because of its ban on alcohol.
In reference to US-Russian current relations, John Dale Grover, a fellow at Defense Priorities and a writer for Young Voices, wrote at Fox News on 12 August that “anti-Russian hysteria appears to be replacing calm calculations of our national interest as the basis for US foreign policy toward Russia – and that is a big mistake”. Then Ted Galen Carpenter in his article published by The National Interest on July 28 after the Trump-Putin Summit in Helsinki wrote similar article who said that such mentality became the major blunder that has increasingly poisoned relations with Moscow since the demise of the USSR in 1991. In the meantime, both countries have the same interest in combating terrorism, trans-national crime and radicalism.
Cultural distrust between the West and Russia may not fade away, at least in the near future, sanctions may remain. However, people to people relations may become the new trend, thanks to the success of the 2018 World Cup. President Putin’s announcement that those holding “Id fans” would be allowed to travel to Russia until end of December is indeed a brilliant idea. Thanks also to social media, people all over the world are able to communicate each other without barrier.
Why Festival Indonesia
Just before I arrived in Moscow on 31 March 2016, I had no idea what Russia looked like, except those all the negative things about the country like those depicted in the Hollywood movies. But everyone at Foreign Ministry who have been posted in Moscow told me otherwise. To understand more about the country, I searched for references. Unfortunately, it was not easy to find an independent and thorough articles or books about Russia. I finally found some books about Russia in Singapore, although they are all written by Western authors with their own perspectives.
One book that I like most is the one written by Martin Sixsmith, former BBC correspondent entitled “Russia: A 1000-Year Chronicle of the Wild East”. It is a good reference, at least for those who want to understand the history of Russia since Rurik the Rus to President Putin era. Using a journalistic writing, it is well written and easy to understand, except of course with the Russian spelling, names and locations. Even now I still have to struggle to pronounce the Russian words.  
But the bottom line, despite experiencing many hard times during the history of modern Russia – it suffers the biggest casualties during the two World Wars – Russian people love history and are proud of their culture. Even during one the most difficult era, during Stalin time, many artists, poets and film makers were killed because of their dedication to their works. Russian people are also very nationalistic although they know that there are many shortcomings. 
The battle of Kulikovo Polye in 1380 led by the 29 year Prince Dmitry Ivanovich which defeated the Mongol occupiers was a confirmation that if Russians acted together they could defeat their enemy. Again in 1812, during the battle of Borodino, despite having heavy casualties – some 45,000 deaths – the nation became united and stood and fought. The same thing happens during the Great Patriotic War between 1941-1945 when the country was able to defeat the bloody war against Hitler’s Germany. Similar to this is Indonesia’s to independence. On 10 November 1945, with such underperformed and poor weapons, the people of Surabaya fought fearlessly and patriotically against the colonialist who wanted to conquer back the country.
As a large, if not the largest country on earth, Russia for centuries had been governed by strong and sometimes authoritarian leaders. Even the most democratic and liberal leaders such as Peter the Great and Catherine the Great turned to be authoritarian once the country was in danger of breaking up. This is the consequence of the vast territory of the country. 
Albeit experiencing different experiences, Indonesia has many similarities with Russia. It is very vast archipelagic state, if not the largest, which has more than 700 ethnic groups with different languages. It is indeed the most diverse country in the world. The history of Indonesia started from the kingdoms era to colonialism and the struggle of independence. The concept of nationhood was pioneered by the youth organizations representing regions that during their congress on 28 October 1928 pledged to have one country - Indonesia, one nation – Indonesian and one language- Bahasa Indonesia. With the motto of Bhinneka Tunggal Ika – Unity in Diversity – Indonesian cultures derives from its rich cultural heritages and we are proud of them.

Recognizing the similarities, the embassy organized its first ever Festival Indonesia on 20-21 August 2016. The festival is designed not only to introduce Indonesia to Russian public, but also to promote Russia to Indonesian public as it attracts media attention in both countries.  More importantly, the festival also encourages trade relations and people to people contact. This year the embassy organized its third festival and attracted more than 135 thousand spectators or an increase of 47% compared to the previous year.
After the two festivals, our bilateral trade increased by 25% to USD 3.27 billion in 2017, and the Russian tourists visiting Indonesia increased by 37% - the highest in the world – to 110,500. On the other hand, around 20 thousand Indonesian visited Russia last year, or an increase of around 300%. This indicate that Indonesians are getting familiar with Russia.

I believe that Festival Indonesia is able to narrow the gap of misunderstanding and misperception between our two great countries. People to people contacts is the key. An Indonesian proverb “Tak kenal maka tak sayang” means like “seeing is believing”.
History of Russia-Indonesia Relations
Nikolay Mikhlukho-Maclay, a Russian expert in ethnology, anthropology and biology visited Batavia and Ternate in 1873. He then went on an expedition to Papua four times and wrote a book about the local tribe’s culture. The last Russian emperor, Tsar Nicholas II visited Batavia on 23 February-1 March 1890 and later in 1894 appointed the first Consul, M. Bakunin to the East India. Mr. Bakunin completed his assignment in 1902 and wrote a 459-page’s book titled “The Netherland Tropica: Five Years in Java”. The book also contains the first Russian-Malay dictionary consisting of 500 words and expression.
Alexander Huber, another Russian scientist, conducted systematic studies on several countries in Southeast Asia including Indonesia, the Philippines and Vietnam. He is among the first Western scholars who use the word Indonesia in his book “Indonesia-Socio Economic Sketch”. Indonesian study was first established in 1945 at the Institute of Asian and African Studies (ISAA) at Lomonosov Moscow State University.
Soviet’s interference on February 7, 1946 during the Security Council meeting responding to Dutch and British policy aimed at isolating the Indonesian issue as domestic one failed and suddenly transformed the issues into a serious dispute. This had opened the way for Indonesia’s recognition of its independence in 1949. USSR then supported Indonesia in joining the 60th member of the UN in 1950.
Upon the invitation of President Nikita Khrushchev, President Sukarno first visited the Soviet Union on August 28, 1956 to September 12. A Joint Statement on the principles of peaceful co-existence was signed by Foreign Minister Roeslan Abdulgani and Foreign Minister Gromyko on September 12. Both countries also signed “The Soviet-Indonesian General Agreement on Economic and Technical Cooperation, under which the USSR granted Indonesia a soft loan of USD 100 million. On February 20, 1960, a second agreement was concluded. Indonesia received an additional loan of USD 780 million for economic construction. 

President Sukarno visited Soviet Union all together 4 times during his term. This is what I called the first golden era of Indonesia-Russia’s relations.
Soviet Union also played significant role in Indonesia’s struggle to liberate Irian Jaya (now West Papua) between 1961-1962. Between 1959, the USSR supplied to Indonesia about 100 warships, vessels and submarines, a regiment of floating tanks, a squadron of MiG-19 and Mi-21 fighters, transport aircraft Il-14, Il-28 bombers etc. In addition, the USSR also provided military training for Indonesian crews, specialist and repairmen as well as technical documentation. This made Indonesia the strongest military power in the southern hemisphere during that period.
The coup by the Indonesian Communist Party (PKI) on 30 September 1965 turned Indonesia into an anti-communist ideology country. The ideology was prohibited by a Decree of Provisional People’s Consultative Assembly in 1966. As a consequence, Indonesia leaned on the West and made distant to the Eastern bloc. The New Order Government under President Suharto even severed diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China (PRC) on the basis that the country was directly involved and worked behind the failed coup.
In the meantime, President Suharto was eager to keep maintaining relations with the USSR albeit with low key approach. After its earlier tendency to take Moscow’s line, PKI under the chairmanship of DN Aidit started to change its direction towards Beijing between 1963-1964. A book written by Dr. Salim Said titled “Gestapu”, stated that during his visit to Moscow in 1965 just before the coup, the party ideologist of the Soviet’s Communist Party, Mikhael Soslov reminded Aidit, if he kept following Beijing’s line he would destroy PKI through its enemy. 
The USSR under President Nikita Khrushchev made different approach on communist ideology. In fact, during the 20th Party Congress on February 1956 he condemned the crimes committed by his predecessor, Joseph Stalin, and promised to return to the so-called socialist legality and Leninist principle of party rule. This what is famously called de-Stalinization. President Suharto did not consider the Russia’s Communist Party was involved in the coup so that he tried to keep “casual” relations with USSR. In fact, he visited Moscow in September 1989 and met President Michael Gorbachev. 
In her visit to Moscow on April 2003, President Megawati Sukarnoputri and President Putin signed the Declaration of Friendship and Partnership Framework for Relations between the Republic of Indonesia and the Russian Federation in the 21st Century. Relations between the country came to escalate with the procurement of Su-27 and Su-30 from Russia. Meanwhile President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono visited Russia twice during APEC Summit in September 2012 in Vladivostok and G-20 in September 2013 in St Petersburg.
Current Relations
I view the visit of President Joko Widodo to Sochi on the 20th ASEAN-Russia Summit on 16-18 May 2016 as the second golden era of our relations after Sukarno-Khrushchev era in 1960’s. President Putin allocated a special one day for Indonesia-Russia bilateral meeting ahead of the summit. Starting the conversation, President Putin reminded President Jokowi about the golden era of Russia-Indonesia relations during Sukarno-Khrushchev period. President was so surprised as he was supposed to speak first about Sukarno-Khrushchev before Putin. On the exchange of gift, President Putting surprisingly gave President Jokowi a Javanese keris (dagger) made during the era of the King Pakubuwono X of Solo, Central Java who lived between 1866-1939. Nobody knew where President Putin got the keris from.
During the visit, 5 Mou’s in the fields of defense, national archives, Foreign Ministry’s archives, culture and (illegal, unreported and unregulated Fishing (IUU) were signed. President Jokowi also received 6 prominent Russian companies’ CEO and owners who had invested and promised to invest more in Indonesia. In 2017, after experiencing negative growth, our total bilateral trade increased by 25% to USD 3.27 billion. Russia is the 12th biggest economy in the world and Indonesia is the 15th, yet this does not reflect the current great potentials the two countries have. The good news is that the nature of our trade relations is a complimentary, we need each other and we are not competitors.
Russian tourists visiting Indonesia grew by 37% to around 110,500 people in 2017, the highest in the world. On the other hand, around 20,000 Indonesian tourists visited Russia, or increase around 300% compared the previous year. Currently around 500 Indonesian students are studying at various universities in Russia and the number keeps growing, and around 150 Russian students have taken Darmasiswa or Arts and Culture scholarship from Indonesian government. At least 10 Indonesian universities have signed MoU of cooperation with their counterparts in Russia.
We are now waiting for the visit of President Putin to Indonesia, hopefully before the end of this year. At least 4 documents are ready to be signed and some are still under negotiating tables. Among others in the simplification of visa regime that would make people’s movement easier in the future. The two leaders are also committed to increase current relations into “Strategic Partnership”. What is strategic partnership? Strategic partnership does not only deal with defense or security related issues, but also cover a wide range of bilateral issues such as economic, trade, investment, education, health etc. There will be a new mechanism of regular bilateral meetings at the highest levels.
What Next?
The cold war ended with the demise of the USSR in 1991. There was a common optimistic assumption that the US would appear as the only Super Power albeit having less significant role as majority of countries in the world would focus on economic development. Other developments, the Japanese economy was weakened while China appeared to become the next economic super power. In fact, China became the second biggest economy in 2010, much earlier than expected, overtaking Japan’s 42-year reign. Japan’s economic miracle ended and replaced by China.
European Union may claim itself as an economic power, with sovereignty largely retains by its member. But UK is due to leave EU on 29 March 2019 after a referendum held 23 June 2016 that are won by “the leave group” by 51.9% to 48.1%. The discrepancy among member states become great challenges to the future of EU. One region such as Germany, Austria, the Netherlands and Luxembourg has low unemployment while the other regions on the periphery has high unemployment. How EU will overcome the issue after Brexit remains unclear. 
The rise of China, India and Russia makes the world become multipolar. In the meantime, despite ISIS’ military defeat in Syria and other regions do not mean the world becomes safer. On the contrary, the terrorists change their tactics never done before such as using trucks to attack pedestrian like what happened in France, UK, Belgium etc. and those in Surabaya where even toddlers and kids were involved in the suicide bombing. The terrorist’s target also becomes unclear and may attack any individual.  No country today is immune against the target of terrorism and radicalism, and the world is becoming divided.
Globalization benefits many countries and individuals, but at the same time bring about great risk, especially for developing countries. Globalization could weaken nation states. Those countries that do not conform the will of the big capitalist states could be subject to economic as well as political sanctions. On the other hand, trade imbalance could trigger one state apply sanction to others using non-trade barriers under the pretext of protecting its national interests. Ironically, this act is actually against the common principles of globalization. We are now entering the era of deglobalization.
Indonesia views Russia as its non-traditional market. Indonesia’s main trading partners are China (USD 23 billion), US (USD 17.8 billion), Japan (USD 17.8 billion), India (USD 14.1 billion), Singapore (USD 12.8 billion), Malaysia (USD 8.5 billion), and South Korea (8.2 billion). Russia ranks 22. On the contrary, Russia’s trading partners are China (USD 38.9 billion), Netherlands (USD 35.8 billion), Germany (USD 25.7 billion), Belarus (USD 18.4 billion), Turkey (USD 18.2 billion), Italy (USD 13.8 billion), South Korea (USD 12.3 billion), Kazakhstan (USD 12.3 billion), Poland (USD 11.6 billion) and US (10.7 billion). Indonesia ranks 38.
By the end of 2016, the Eurasian Economic Commission (EEC) has received proposals for FTA from nearly 40 countries. Euro Asia Economic Union (EAEU) with around 214 million people has huge trade potentials. From ASEAN member countries, so far only Vietnam that has signed the FTA with EAEU, while Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia and Cambodia have officially proposed FTA with EAEU. Indonesia just proposed the FTA last year and is eager to speed up the application.
With the next visit of President Putin to Indonesia, to be scheduled before end of this year, both countries are prepared to sign at least 4 documents while 8 others are underway. We hope a new mechanism of bilateral meetings between the countries could be intensified in the future taking into account our historical as well as cultural closeness. 

People to people relations is the key for our future relations as to avoid misperception and misunderstanding. Indonesia has issued free visa regime to Russian citizens, and we are still waiting for the simplification of Russian visa for Indonesians. Both countries are moving ahead with the programs of sister provinces as well as sister cities; broadening cooperation between universities and also cultural exchanges.

Conclusion

Russia and Indonesia should overcome the tyranny of geographical distant as there no ideological barriers as well as historical burden between the two countries. Both countries are based on multiculturalism with respect to different ideologies and religions. They share similar history that make the countries strong and proud of their identity and nationality on the basis of non-interference on domestic affairs as well as mutual respect and benefit.
Both countries share many common interests on international issues. Russia and Indonesia are members of Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), G-20, ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), East Asia Summit (EAS), Global Counter Terrorism Forum (GCTF), Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) where Russia is now an observer etc.
We have the same millennium generation who do not have strong basis of knowledge on our respective countries. Festival Indonesia is a strategic avenue to make the two nations closer, and we hope that there will be another Festival Russia in Indonesia. We are in the process of finalizing an Agreement on the Simplification of Visa Regime that will make travel much easier for the citizens of both countries. The good news is that Rossiya Airlines, the subsidiary of Aeroflot, will fly direct from Moscow to Denpasar on 28 October 2018. Instead of 18 hours or more depend on the airlines, Russians could travel to Bali for only around 12 hours.
President Putin’s visit to Indonesia will open the way for broader cooperation. We need to encourage more business people and young generation in particular, to get the benefit of the visit.

Thank you,

[Spasiba balsoi]
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